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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: Claim 15 requires a computer program product stored on a 
recordable medium. There is no clear disclosure as to what constitutes a recordable 
medium. Paragraph [0035] of the specification is the closest disclosure but still it fails to 
provide antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 15-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The medium fails to be limited to physical 
articles or objects which enable the program product stored thereon to act as a 
computer component and realize its functionality. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Benson 
(5,819,272). 

5. Regarding claim 1 , Benson teaches a method for preventing an unread activity 
from being bounced-back to an originating server during a replication operation, 
comprising: storing an identification of an originating server of a replicated unread 
activity in an unread log of a receiving server (See column 4, lines 16-18 
"Per_User_GUID 36 is the globally unique identifier of the replica server to which the 
master copy was last copied."); and during a subsequent replication process initiated by 
the receiving server, preventing replication of the unread activity back to the originating 
server (See column 4, lines 43-49 "In the process of opening communication with the 
assigned replica, the Per_UserJ3UID stored in the master copy is compared to the 
GUID of the server on which the assigned replica is stored (step 54). If the 
Per_User_GUID is the same, it means that this is the same replica of this folder that the 
user accessed previously, and no action is required before the replica is opened.") 

6. Regarding claims 2, 9, and 16, Benson teaches during the subsequent 
replication process, replicating the unread activity to at least one other server not 
identified as the originating server (See column 4, lines 49-53 "If the Per_User_GUID is 
different, it means that a replica different from the last one has been accessed, and the 
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per user read/unread data record 28 is copied to the replica, where it is stored on disk 
and in RAM.") 

7. Regarding claims 3, 10, and 17, Benson teaches storing an identification further 
comprises: updating the unread log to include an unread entry corresponding to the 
replicated unread activity (See column 4, lines 57-59 "If it has changed, the read/unread 
data record 28 is written back to disk on the replica and on the user's home server 
(64)..."); and storing the identification of the originating server with the unread entry 
(See column 4, lines 59-61 "...with the replica's GUID written over the existing 
Per_User_GUID.") 

8. Regarding claims 4, 1 1, and 18, Benson teaches preventing the replication of 
the unread activity back to the originating server further comprises: examining the 
unread log to determine if any unread entries stored therein correspond to an unread 
activity received from the originating server (See column 4, lines 43-49 "In the process 
of opening communication with the assigned replica, the Per_User_GUID stored in the 
master copy is compared to the GUID of the server on which the assigned replica is 
stored (step 54). If the Per_User_GUID is the same, it means that this is the same 
replica of this folder that the user accessed previously, and no action is required before 
the replica is opened."); and, during the subsequent replication process, not replicating 
any unread activity identified as being received from the originating server back to the 
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originating server (See column 4, lines 60-61 "If the read/unread data set has not 
changed, no write back occurs.") 

9. Regarding claims 5, 12, and 19, Benson teaches the originating server has a 
name (See column 5, lines 6-9 "In the preferred embodiment, a change number 
consists of a globally unique ID (GUID) of the server on which the change was made, 
plus a unique sequence number assigned by the server." Here the GUID is the name of 
the originating server.); and wherein the identification is a hash of the name of the 
originating server (See column 5, lines 35-38 "...it is possible to represent the set very 
efficiently, using the compression technique disclosed by my copending application 
entitled 'Compressing Sets of Integers 1 , filed on even data herewith.") 

10. Regarding claims 6, 13, and 20, Benson teaches during the subsequent 
replication process, if another server has the same hash as the originating server, the 
receiving server replicates the unread activity to the other server and back to the 
originating server (See column 5, lines 60-62 and 56-58 "First, it is determined whether 
the message is a replication conflict message (step 70). ...All replicas would 
independently recognize the conflict, and build identical replication conflict messages.") 

1 1 . Regarding claims 7, 14, and 21 , Benson teaches the originating server discards 
any duplicate replicated unread activities (See column 5, line 67 - column 6, line 4 "If 
the message is not a replication conflict message, then its singular CN is compared to 
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CNs_Marked_Read_Or_Deleted (step 72), and the message is marked read (step 76) if 
the CN is contained in the set. Otherwise it is marked unread (step 78).") 

12. Regarding claim 8, Benson teaches a bounce-back prevention system, 
comprising: a receiving server for receiving an unread activity replicated by an 
originating server, the receiving server including an unread log for storing an 
identification of the originating server (See column 4, lines 16-18 "Per_User_GUID 36 is 
the globally unique identifier of the replica server to which the master copy was last 
copied."); and a system for preventing replication of the unread activity back to the 
originating server during a subsequent replication process initiated by the receiving 
server (See column 4, lines 43-49 "In the process of opening communication with the 
assigned replica, the Per_User_GUID stored in the master copy is compared to the 
GUID of the server on which the assigned replica is stored (step 54). If the 
PerJJser_GUID is the same, it means that this is the same replica of this folder that the 
user accessed previously, and no action is required before the replica is opened."). 

13. Regarding claim 15, Benson teaches a program product stored on a recordable 
medium (See column 2, line 65 - column 3, line 4) for preventing an unread activity 
from being bounced-back to an originating server during a replication operation, which 
when executed comprises: program code for storing an identification of an originating 
server of a replicated unread activity in an unread log of a receiving server (See column 
4, lines 16-18 "PerJJserJSUID 36 is the globally unique identifier of the replica server 
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to which the master copy was last copied."); and program code for preventing 
replication of the unread activity back to the originating server, during a subsequent 
replication process initiated by the receiving server (See column 4, lines 43-49 "In the 
process of opening communication with the assigned replica, the PerJJserJ3UID 
stored in the master copy is compared to the GUID of the server on which the assigned 
replica is stored (step 54). If the Per_User_GUID is the same, it means that this is the 
same replica of this folder that the user accessed previously, and no action is required 
before the replica is opened.") 

14. Regarding claim 22, Benson teaches a method for preventing an unread activity 
from being bounced-back to at least one originating server during a replication 
operation, comprising: storing an identification of each originating server of a replicated 
unread activity in an unread log of a receiving server (See column 4, lines 16-18 
"Per_User_GUID 36 is the globally unique identifier of the replica server to which the 
master copy was last copied."); and during a subsequent replication process initiated by 
the receiving server, preventing replication of the unread activity back to each 
originating server (See column 4, lines 43-49 "In the process of opening communication 
with the assigned replica, the Per_User_GUID stored in the master copy is compared to 
the GUID of the server on which the assigned replica is stored (step 54). If the 
PerJJser_GUID is the same, it means that this is the same replica of this folder that the 
user accessed previously, and no action is required before the replica is opened.") 
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Conclusion 

1 5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Swildens etal. (US 2004/0221019) teaches server name has functions including 
server names. 

Pedrizetti et al. (6,789,255) teaches dealing with hash collisions. 
Chen et al. (2006/0059208) teaches dealing with conflicts over read/unread 
marks during synchronization. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis L. Vautrot whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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